








Gateway Sign at East End of Veterans Memorial Bridge

Community Gateways

Providing attractive “gateways” to the community is not a new idea, although it is a
concept that is increasing in popularity in communities all over Pennsylvania. The
Borough has already employed the concept at the north east corner of the intersection of
Main St. and Route 6. A community gateway plan could employ similar gateways
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typically involving signage and landscaping on a regional basis at appropriate “front
doors” to the community to promote a greater sense of community identity.

Intergovernmental Cooperation

Intergovernmental cooperation is a long established idea that is being enthusiastically
supported by our state government as a solution to the high cost and fragmentation of
government services. When set up properly this concept has great potential to yield
benefits from the economies of scale while still maintaining adequate local management
and influence. Cooperation can occur in many areas of governmental operations
including joint purchasing, equipment sharing, utility systems, recreation and emergency
services. In the context of this Comprehensive Plan, the idea of regional plan
implementation is an intriguing idea that has advantages as touted under the Joint
Municipal Zoning section above. As development patterns frequently extend across
municipal boundaries, and the Towanda region is an excellent example of this, a regional
approach can result in a better overall community development pattern. There can also
be the advantage of shared administration of land use regulation administration.

The tool of intergovernmental cooperation has recently been sharpened up by state
government with amendments to both the Municipalities Planning Code and the
Intergovernmental Cooperation Law. The Central Bradford Comprehensive Plan
Advisory Committee expended a substantial amount of time exploring this concept
although no definitive conclusion was reached regarding its application. However, a
model agreement, including guidelines and an authorizing ordinance are included in the
Appendix.
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