
The fifth annual Marcellus 
Shale Business-to-Business 
Expo was held at Mansfield 
University on June 18, 2014—
the first time the Expo was 
held in Tioga County.  With 
almost 100 businesses exhibit-
ing, this year’s event aimed to 
encourage networking among 
exhibitors as well as visitors.   

The Expo brought busi-
nesses, natural gas companies, 
service providers, and educa-
tional institutions together to 
share information about their 
work.  Although Marcellus 
shale activity experiences peri-
ods of increase and decrease 
throughout the region, it con-
tinues to bring many opportu-
nities and challenges to the 
region and state.  The need to 
share information, network 
with industry leaders, and 
learn more about pursuing 
sustainable economic, com-
munity, and workforce devel-

opment is critical. “The Expo 
remains a great opportunity 
for open communication, shar-
ing best practices, and net-
working with other businesses 
who either produce natural 
gas or who provide supporting 
services to the industry. The 
event brings businesses from 
throughout and beyond Penn-
sylvania to heighten under-
standing about the industry in 
the Northern Tier,” said Kim 
Barnes, NTRPDC Deputy Direc-
tor and a member of the Expo 
Planning Committee. 

Major sponsors for the Ex-
po included: Northern Tier 
Partnerships for Regional Eco-
nomic Performance (PREP); 
Chief Oil & Gas; Williams; Bish-
op Brothers Construction; 
Shell; Simmons & Rockwell; 
H&H Enterprises; PenTeleData; 
Southwestern Energy; First 
Citizens Community Bank; 
Hunt Engineers; Civil & Envi-

ronmental Consultants, Inc.; 
and Nuverra Environmental 
Solutions.  Media and other 
sponsors included Wiggle 100, 
ShaleDirectories, Northeast 
Driller, Marcellus Business Cen-
tral, and the Marcellus Shale 
Coalition. 

Each year, a dedicated Ex-
po Planning Committee helps 
make the Expo a reality. The 
2014 planning committee 
brought together NTRPDC, the 
Progress Authority, Mansfield 
University, Penn State Cooper-
ative Extension, the University 
of Scranton Small Business 
Development Center, and the 
Tioga County Development 
Corporation.  
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Executive Committee 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m. 
September 19, 2014 
kulick@northerntier.org 

Economic Development 
Advisory Committee 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m. 
October 8, 2014 
hauser@northerntier.org 

Local Management 
Committee  
NTRPDC Conference Room 
11:00 a.m.  
September 30, 2014 
fay@northerntier.org 

RTAC  
Norm Miller Picnic Grove 
Sullivan County 
10:00 a.m.  
August 11, 2014 
baker@northerntier.org 

Workforce Investment 
Board 
NTRPDC Conference Room 
10:30 a.m.  
October 15, 2014 
warner@northerntier.org 

Youth Council 
NTRPDC Conference Room  
9:30 a.m.  
October 15, 2014 
felten@northerntier.org 

Upcoming Meetings 

The Expo featured indoor and outdoor exhibitors—nearly 100 in all. 

PREP partner representatives Bob 
Blair (Tioga County Development 
Corporation), Kim Barnes (NTRPDC), 
Gretchen Kukuchka (Scranton Small 
Business Development Center),  
Tony Ventello (The Progress 
Authority), and Colleen Reardon 
(Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Industrial Resource Center) at the 
B2B Expo. 
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Loan Closings  
Three loans were closed in 
May and June: 

 $50,000 to Beikirch’s of 
New York State to assist in 
consolidating its operations 
into one location in Elkland 
(Tioga County).  

 $100,000 to That Damn Bar 
in Tioga (Tioga County) to 
assist the restaurant in pur-
chasing the real estate and 
business assets of Elm’s 
Restaurant in Tioga.  

 $25,000 to GNR Sporting 
Goods of Mansfield (Tioga 
County) to assist this new 
business startup with 
maintenance and renova-
tions of its business space.   

NTRPDC update 

Governor’s Impact Awards Presented in Hershey 

Five Northern Tier businesses were named winners. 

NTRPDC and its Partnership for 
Regional Economic Perfor-
mance (PREP) partners con-
gratulate each of the region’s 
25 businesses selected as a 

finalist for the Governor’s Im-
pact Awards. The awards rec-
ognize Pennsylvania compa-
nies and entrepreneurs for 
their contribution to the 
state’s economy. The May 30, 
2014, awards ceremony in Her-
shey drew more than 700 at-
tendees.  

Nominations were submit-
ted by the state’s 10 regional 
economic development part-
ners’ PREP network, with a 
total of 250 nominations. Fi-
nalists were recognized in one 
of five categories: Jobs First, 

Community Impact, Small 
Business Impact, Entrepre-
neurial Impact, and Export 
Impact. The five Northern Tier 
winners were: 
 Community Impact  –  

Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation  
 Entrepreneur Impact  –  

Soil Services Company, Inc.  
 Export Impact  –  

MetalKraft Industries, Inc. 
 Jobs First  –  

Hoff Mechanical, Inc.  
 Small Business Impact  – 

Keck’s Food Service, Inc.   

Community Impact 
 BX3 Taylor Rental  

(South Montrose) 
 Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation 

(Montrose) 
 Hawk Insurance Agency, LLC 

(Tunkhannock) 
 Hurley’s Fresh Market 

(Towanda) 
 Ward Manufacturing, LLC 

(Blossburg) 

Entrepreneur Impact 
 Ferree Studios (Tunkhannock) 
 The Forest City News, Inc. 

(Forest City) 
 Hotel Harrington (Dushore) 
 Red Skillet (Wellsboro) 
 Soil Services Company, Inc. 

(Forksville) 

Export Impact 
 Hoffman/New Yorker, Inc. 

(Dushore) 
 Lubbering Corp. (Troy) 

 MetalKraft Industries, Inc. 
(Wellsboro) 

 Oak Hill Veneer, Inc. (Troy) 
 Rocky Ridge Maple Farm 

(Middlebury Center) 

Jobs First Impact 
 Bishop Brothers Construction 

(Ulster) 
 Diaz Companies (Kingsley) 
 Hoff Mechanical, Inc. 

(Lawrenceville) 
 The Procter and Gamble Paper 

Products Company 
(Mehoopany) 

 Sugar Hollow Water Services, 
LLC (Tunkhannock) 

Small Business Impact 
 Five Star Field Services  

Appalachia, LLC (Wysox) 
 Golis Machine, Inc. (Montrose) 
 Keck’s Food Service, Inc. 

(Millerton) 
 Penn-Troy Manufacturing, Inc. 

(Troy) 
 Stone Hedge Golf Club 

(Factoryville) 

Northern Tier Finalists 
(Winners indicated by boldface type) 

Governor Tom Corbett addresses the 
audience at the awards ceremony. 
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Completed “Improving Health Care through Supervisory Development” 

Twenty-four health care em-
ployees attended training in 
June sponsored by the North-
east Health Care Industry Part-
nership utilizing Health Care 
Worker Training Grant funds.  
Entitled “Improving Health 
Care through Supervisory De-
velopment,” this training 
sought to improve the man-
agement skills of health care 
professionals in conflict reso-
lution and problem solving, 
human resources, time man-
agement, dealing with difficult 
customers, communication, 
cultural diversity, coaching/
mentoring, stress manage-

ment, and accountability. 
The training was facilitated 

by Leta Beam, a Penn State 
approved instructor. Area em-
ployers participating in this 
event included Memorial Hos-
pital, Endless Mountains 
Health Systems, Soldiers + 
Sailors Memorial Hospital, 
Guardian Eldercare, and Mar-
tha Lloyd Community Services. 

During program year 2013, 
97 health care professionals 
representing 15 employers 
received training subsidized 
with Health Care Worker Train-
ing Grant funds. Of these par-
ticipants, 69% received a raise, 

14% received a promotion, 
and 100% retained employ-
ment.  Additionally, all partici-
pants reported an increase in 
job efficiency and skill en-
hancement. 

The Northeast Regional 
Health Care Industry Partner-
ship represents the Workforce 
Investment areas of the North-
ern Tier, Lackawanna, Lu-
zerne/Schuylkill, and Pocono 
regions.  For more infor-
mation, contact Sherry Felten, 
NTRPDC Workforce Develop-
ment Program Manager, at 
570-265-1516 or  
felten@northerntier.org.  

Municipalities Informed on Disaster Recovery  

DCED workshop reviewed resources and available assistance. 

 The Pennsylvania Department 
of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED) Recov-
ery Resources Team (RRT)  
coordinated a disaster recov-
ery workshop in Towanda on 
June 23. More than 25 munici-
pal officials and community 
leaders participated to gain 
knowledge and share infor-
mation on long-term disaster 
recovery in the region.   

Speakers included DCED 
experts as well as representa-

tives from the Pennsylvania 
Emergency Management 
Agency (PEMA) and the Small 
Business Development Center 
(SBDC).   

Speakers discussed both 
individual and public assis-
tance available after a flood, 
including DCED’s Community 
Development Block Grant – 
Disaster Recovery funding 
available to communities, indi-
vidual and public assistance 
available through PEMA, and 
how the Biggert-Waters Flood 
Insurance Reform Act affects 
individuals and communities.  
Additionally, the SBDC de-
tailed assistance offered to 
businesses who are either re-

covering from a disaster or 
would like to learn how to 
protect their business during 
future disasters. 

The RRT is co-chaired by 
DCED, PEMA, and the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and was creat-
ed to direct funding and pro-
vide resources that augment 
long-term recovery needs in 
communities in which a disas-
ter has been declared.  The 
RRT works with communities 
to connect them to appropri-
ate state and federal programs 
focused on recovery. 

NTRPDC worked with 
DCED to assist in logistics and 
planning for this event. 

NTRPDC update 

Free Online 

Technology Training 

Available through 

December 31 
www.paobtt.com 

100 courses available in-
clude online marketing, 
website development, 
cloud computing, Quick-
Books, Microsoft Applica-
tions  and more. 

Register online or con-
tact Jeff Field, NTRPDC  
Information Technology  
Program Manager, at  
570-265-1541 or 
field@northerntier.org. 

Training provided through the 
PA Department of Community 
and Economic Development, 
American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act. 

24 Health Care Professionals Trained in June 



312 Main Street 
Towanda, PA 18848 
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NTRPDC update 

Transportation Projects Prioritized 

Update of the region’s Transportation Improvement Program completed. 

In July, NTRPDC completed 
the Transportation Improve-
ment Program (TIP) update, a 
prioritized list of the transpor-
tation projects throughout 
the region expected to be 
undertaken in the next four 
years.  As the Northern Tier 
Rural Planning Organization 
(RPO), NTRPDC works with its 
partners across the region to 
update the TIP every two 
years.  Partners include the 
NTRPDC Rural Transportation 
Advisory Committee (RTAC) 
and other community leaders 
and stakeholders.  The RTAC 
consists of county planners, 
county commissioners, and 
other planning and transpor-

tation professionals. The TIP 
includes information on the 
project phases and dollar 
amounts allocated for each 
phase of each project listed.   

“The TIP is a critical tool to 
help us track the projects 
throughout our five counties 
and allocate available fund-
ing. Collaborating to update 
the TIP helps us understand 
the transportation needs of 
the region in a more compre-
hensive manner,” said Brian 
Baker, NTRPDC Transporta-
tion Program Manager. 

This TIP update includes 
the Interstate and Statewide 
TIP, a Public Participation 
Plan, Environmental Justice 

documentation, Transit Pro-
jects, a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU), and Air 
Quality Conformity documen-
tation. The draft TIP is subject 
to a 30-day public review and 
comment period, after which 
a public meeting is held.  The 
TIP was available for public 
comment during the month 
of June; the public meeting 
was held July 14, 2014, at the 
Towanda Country Club and 
no public comments were 
received. The RTAC subse-
quently unanimously voted to 
submit the draft TIP to the 
NTRPDC Executive Commit-
tee for formal adoption. 

NTRPDC presented the free 
workshop “Introduction to 
Government Contracting” to 
nine businesses throughout 
the region during May 2014.  
The companies learned how 
to: 
 Get started in govern-

ment contracting 
 Complete necessary reg-

istrations  
 Locate bid opportunities 

 Create a capability state-
ment  

Federal, state and local 
government agencies con-
tract with thousands of small 
businesses every year for a 
very wide range of products 
and services. The federal gov-
ernment alone purchases 
more than $6 billion in prod-
ucts and services each year. 

More than 20 percent of all 
contracts must be awarded to 
small businesses.  

 For more information on 
government contracting, or 
to schedule a free counseling 
session specific to your com-
pany, please contact  
Laurie Lentz, NTRPDC Pro-
curement Program Manager, 
at 570-265-1538 or 
lentz@northerntier.org.  

Free workshop provided to local enterprises. 

Getting Started in Government Contracting  

 No-Cost Seminar 
Leadership Development 

Essentials  
Tuesday, August 5, 2014 

12:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
 
Learn how to provide 
leadership in the midst of 
adversity and change. Using 
self-assessment tools and 
experiential learning, 
attendees will examine their 
strengths and weaknesses 
while exploring best 
practices of exceptional 
leaders.   
 
Conducted by the 
Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Industrial Resource Center 
(NEPIRC). 
 
More information or to 
register: www.nepirc.com 
or 570-819-8966  


